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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. VERY eye openingBy sunohcyou know, i went to school for two
yearsin the silicone valley and whenever | tell people about what | learned from this book and the stories, people
REALLY have a hard time believing me! That's how much of this corruption has been swept under the rug!If you've
been wondering about this, READ IT! IT's not that hard to read. | had to read it for aclassand | actually felt engaged
in most of the chapters.It's amazing how much corruption and oppression there isin such a"clean silicone valley work
place" and in the USAHard to give much away without talking about the whole book but | think you will enjoy it if
you even have the SLIGHTEST interest in this matter.l read this book for an Intro to Ethnic Studies classHope this
helps,Daniel6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. GroundbreakingBy Malvin"The Silicon Valley of
Dreams' by David Pellow and Lisa Sun-Hee Park is a groundbreaking book that connects the environmental justice
(EJ) movement with struggles pertaining to immigration, gender, workplace, and globalization. The authors present a
new historiography of Santa Clara County, Californiathat reveals a pattern of exploitation of people and resources
dating from the Spanish Colonial period to the present. The book makes a compelling case that sustainability will
remain elusive as long as for-profit capitalism rules the day.Pellow and Park study the area's historical development to
find common threads between the past and the present. Each economic period was marked by the despoilation and
depletion of Californias natural resources, and in all cases, the production system was characterized by the
exploitation of predominantly poor, immigrant and female labor.Interestingly, the authors show how the powerful
have been consistently supported by their government sponsors even as the rights of the poor have been systematically
denied. We find that the Spanish government's funding of the missionaries was not substantially different from the
U.S. government's support of the California gold mining industry of the 1800s, the canneries of the early to mid
twentieth century or the highly lucrative defense industry of today. Y et the indigenuous peoples and the poor
immigrant workers who have labored in the fields and the factories have been consistently denied their political and
economic rights. In thislight, the fact that the poor suffer disproportionately from environmental injustices should not
be surprising, or that the struggle to overcome the powerful interests that profit from the system remains difficult. The
authors show how the electronics manufacturing that dominates Silicon Valley today is not the "clean" industry that is
often promoted by corporate public relations firms. We learn how the so-called "immaterial" economy isin fact
produced with enormous amounts of energy inputs and demanding physical labor. Management's criminal silence on
issues pertaining to workplace safety and the pollution of the local environment clashes severely with the industry's oft-
repeated hyperbole about the open and empowered society that is purportedly fostered through information
technology.The author's analysis is supported with moving testimonies from flesh-and-blood workers who have
suffered the ill effects of toxic exposure. Their heart-wrenching stories bring home the human costs of our high-tech
culture in adeeply compelling way. But the authors also relate how grass-roots organizations have won modest
victoriesin their attempts to protect workers and the community from harm. Clearly, the empowerment of women and
minorities and respect for the environment is critical to achieving a sustainable and egalitarian society.l recommend
this highly readable, insightful and important book to everyone.

Next to the nuclear industry, the largest producer of contaminantsin the air, land, and water is the electronics industry.
Silicon Valley hosts the highest density of Superfund sites anywhere in the nation and leads the country in the number
of temporary workers per capita and in workforce gender inequities. Silicon Valley offers a sobering illustration of
environmental inequality and other problems that are increasingly linked to the globalization of the world's economies.
In The Silicon Valley of Dreams, the authors take a hard look at the high-tech region of Silicon Valley to examine
environmental racism within the context of immigrant patterns, labor markets, and the historical patterns of
colonialism. One cannot understand Silicon Valley or the high-tech global economy in general, they contend, without
also understanding the role people of color play in the labor force, working in the electronic industry's toxic
environments. These toxic work environments produce chemical pollution that, in turn, disrupts the ecosystems of
surrounding communities inhabited by people of color and immigrants. The authors trace the origins of this
exploitation and provide a new understanding of the present-day struggles for occupational health and safety. The
Silicon Valley of Dreamswill be critical reading for students and scholars in ethnic studies, immigration, urban
studies, gender studies, social movements, and the environment, as well as activists and policy-makers working to
address the needs of workers, communities, and industry.

"The Silicon Valley of Dreams. . . exposes the numerous inequities that plague the area, from the huge number of
temporary workers, the highest per capitain the nation, to the obvious absence of union jobs." -Conscious Choice



