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Luciano Canfora: The Vanished Library: A Wonder of the Ancient World (Hellenistic Culture and Society)
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Vanished Library:
A Wonder of the Ancient World (Hellenistic Culture and Society):


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0520072553

The Library of Alexandria, one of the wonders of the Ancient World, has haunted Western culture for over 2,000
years. The Ptolemaic kings of Egyptsuccessors of Alexander the Greathad a staggering ambition: to house all of the
books ever written under one roof, and the story of the universal library and its destruction still has the power to move
us.But what was the library, and where was it? Did it exist at all? Contemporary descriptions are vague and
contradictory. The fate of the precious books themselves is a subject of endless specul ation.Canfora resolves these
puzzlesin one of the most unusual books of classical history ever written. He recreates the world of Egypt and the
Greeksin brief chapters that marry the craft of the novelist and the discipline of the historian. Anecdotes,
conversations, and reconstructions give The Vanished Library the compulsion of an exotic tale, yet Canfora bases all
of them on historical and literary sources, which he discusses with great panache. Asthe chilling conclusion to this
elegant piece of historical detective work he establishes who burned the books.This volume has benefited from the
collegial support of The Wake Forest University Studium.



