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Joseph L. Henderson : Thresholds of Initiation  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Thresholds of Initiation: 

7 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Poorly formatted for KindleBy AYCI am not talking about the 
content, but the book has been poorly formatted. Half the illustrations are missing and the presentation is messy.0 of 5 
people found the following review helpful. Poorly made bookBy AmoI did not touch this book until I started to read it. 
Before I got to the third chapter, the book spine had cracked so much that pages were loose. In chapter 4 now and 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1888602325


pages are falling out. Purchased this for school and can not return as I have made notes in the margin. At present, I 
have a rubber band holding together the first half of the book's loose pages. Not acceptable to charge $20+ for a book 
that can't keep the pages in because it's so poorly made.2 of 7 people found the following review helpful. I have read 
half of this heady book with in ...By CONRAD DonarskiI have read half of this heady book with in my opinion not 
enough about what is initiation / Ritual but a lot about ______________ you fill it in.

Basing his study on Jungs archetypal theoryespecially that of initiationThresholds of Initiation represents thirty years 
of testing the theory in analytical practice. Joseph Henderson considers archetypes to be predictable patterns of inner 
conditioning that lead to certain essential changes and shows the parallels between individual psychological self-
development and the rites that marked initiation in the past. Dr. Hendersons topics include the uninitiated; return of the 
mother; remaking a man; trial by strength; the rite of vision; thresholds of initiation; initiation and the principle of ego-
development in adolescence; and initiation in the process of individuation. This is essential reading for an 
understanding of the universal nature of initiation, especially as it relates traditional initiatory practices to Jungs theory 
of archetypes.

Hendersons careful, scholarly approach is displayed to good effect in this wide-ranging volume. -- Journal of 
Analytical PsychologyAbout the AuthorJoseph L. Henderson, M.D., began his analysis with C.G. Jung in 1929 and 
continued to work with Jung until 1938, when he completed his medical training at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
London. In 1941, he moved to San Francisco and began his psychiatric and analytic practice. Dr. Henderson was one 
of the founders of the Society of Jungian Analysts of Northern California (1950), and for the past 53 years he has been 
an important teacher and training analyst to several generations of analysts. 


