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discussing how Mexican and Mexican-origin families living in the transnational space of the U.S.-Mexico border. 
Analyzing demographic, historic, economic, political and public policy factors, Transformations of La Familia on the 
U.S.-Mexico Border is an astute and balanced close study that especially highlights the challenges faced by women, 
who increasingly work outside the home whether married or not, and migrant children, who are at high risk for 
dropping out of school on either side of the border. An invaluable resource interpreting the latest statistical data, highly 
recommended especially for anyone involved in policymaking with regard to issues affecting these families and their 
neighbors. "...stressful economic conditions generally encourage informal economic activity and, observably, this 
occurs with a high degree of frequency along the U.S.-Mexico border. The key to harnessing informal economic 
transactions is to create a network of supportive microbusiness services housed in culturally competent community-
based organizations that transition the informal business activities into microenterprises (Robles 2003)."

No international relationship of the United States is as encumbered by history, geography, culture, language, and 
economics as the one with Mexico. Given the scale and importance of the flow of commerce and culture across the 
border, however, surprisingly few studies have examined the micro-level impact of border immigration patterns, 
economic systems, and policies on families in the region. Recognizing this void, the women scholars represented 
hereall of whom have studied and lived near la fronteraexplore the complexity of border dynamics. They offer a well-
rounded portrayal of Latino families and their response to changes at the border.The authors focus primarily on 
women and changes within families on the borderin response to womens economic strategies, labor market 
participation, and interactions with relatives and others. Quantitative chapters provide demographic analyses of 
population changes in new immigrant areas, the conditions of children and families along the border, and the work 
patterns of border families and women entrepreneurs. Qualitative chapters provide insights into the rites of passage 
celebrated across borders and the transnational lives of women and their families. The volume concludes with 
recommendations for collaborative U.S.-Mexico border policies that support families. 

[It] is an anthology of papers by expert scholars discussing how Mexican and Mexican-origin families living in the 
transnational space of the U.S.-Mexico border. Analyzing demographic, historic, economic, political and public policy 
factors, [it] is an astute and balanced close study that especially highlights the challenges faced by women, who 
increasingly work outside the home, whether married or not, and migrant children, who are at high risk for dropping 
out of school on either side of the border.Wisconsin Bookwatch 


