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Ana Carolina Castillo Crimm, Sara R. Massey : Turn-of-the-Century Photographs from San Diego, Texas 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Turn-of-the-Century 
Photographs from San Diego, Texas: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. What a cool book, we own land just outside of San ...By Bernie 
GranierWhat a cool book, we own land just outside of San Diego and always wondered the history of the area. Of 
course, like anyone in South Texas, we already knew about the influence of the Parr family but it's fascinating to learn 
about the rich history of the area before that. Highly recommended for anyone that is into history.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Great booBy Marco T. LongoriaMy family is from south Texas. This book provided a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0292705220


lot of insight into what life must have been like at the turn of the century.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Nice Old PhotographsBy Diana D. GarciaTruly enjoyed seeing old photographs of San Diego. Only had brief 
history of the area.

Situated in the South Texas borderlands some fifty miles west of Corpus Christi, San Diego was a thriving town 
already a hundred years old at the turn of the twentieth century. With a population that was 90 percent Mexican or 
Mexican American and 10 percent Anglo, the bicultural community was the seat of Duval County and a prosperous 
town of lumberyards, banks, mercantile stores, and cotton gins, which also supplied the needs of area ranchers and 
farmers. Though Anglos dominated its economic and political life, San Diego was culturally Mexican, and Mexican 
Americans as well as Anglos built successful businesses and made fortunes. This collection of nearly one hundred 
photographs from the estate of amateur photographer William Hoffman captures the cosmopolitan town of San Diego 
at a vibrant moment in its history between 1898 and 1909. Grouped into the categories women and their jobs, local 
homes, men and their businesses, children at school and church, families and friends, and entertainment about town, 
the photos offer an immediate visual understanding of the cultural and economic life of the community, enhanced by 
detailed captions that identify the subjects and circumstances of the photos. An introductory historical chapter 
constitutes the first published history of Duval County, which was one of the most important areas of South Texas in 
the early twentieth century.
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