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Tim Dean : Unlimited Intimacy: Reflections on the Subculture of Barebacking  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Unlimited Intimacy: Reflections on the Subculture of 
Barebacking: 

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. An insider's view into one of the most controversial topics in health 
and sexualityBy Reidar StaupeHonest and real introduction to one of the most controversial subcultures known to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0226139395


sexology scholars. The book provides an inside view of perhaps the most shocking phenomenon in gay culture, 
barebacking and bug chasing. The book's greatest strength is its unacademic nature, in essence the book presents a 
participants view of the barebacking culture, motivations for risk, lust and the fear of HIV yet the psychology of not 
protecting oneself against it, or even chasing it.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. It remains 
controversial, but a highly stimulating read about ...By K. ClarkeIt remains controversial, but a highly stimulating read 
about the nature and attraction of bareback sex and the fetish of HIV.14 of 18 people found the following review 
helpful. fascinatingBy ski bumTim Dean's "Unlimited Intimacy" is a fascinating and provocative piece of work. It is 
disturbing but asks the reader to reflect on one's disturbance with a Foucaldian sensibility, i.e. to reflect on how 
regulatory systems create what disturbs us. Maintaining a balancing act between trying to look at barebacking from 
inside the subculture, without passing judgement either for or against, he challenges the reader to traverse both the 
unconscious and subversive thrusts of barebacking culture to create a sexual kinship system that takes back male 
homosexuality from the effects of AIDS, and the cultural imperative to avoid risk, especially health risks, despite the 
cost of sacrificing one's relationship to pleasure. It also is an encyclopedic reference book on multiple aspects of 
contemporary gay culture.

Barebackingwhen gay men deliberately abandon condoms and embrace unprotected sexhas incited a great deal of 
shock, outrage, anger, and even disgust, but very little contemplation. Purposely flying in the face of decades of safe-
sex campaigning and HIV/AIDS awareness initiatives, barebacking is unquestionably radical behavior, behavior that 
most people would rather condemn than understand. Thus the time is ripe for Unlimited Intimacy, Tim Deans riveting 
investigation into barebacking and the distinctive subculture that has grown around it.Audacious and undeniably 
provocative, Deans profoundly reflective account is neither a manifesto nor an apology; instead, it is a searching 
analysis that tests the very limits of the study of sex in the twenty-first century. Deans extensive research into the 
subculture provides a tour of the scenes bars, sex clubs, and Web sites; offers an explicit but sophisticated analysis of 
its pornography; and documents his own personal experiences in the culture. But ultimately, it is HIV that animates the 
controversy around barebacking, and Unlimited Intimacy explores how barebackers think about transmitting the 
virusespecially the idea that deliberately sharing it establishes a new network of kinship among the infected. 
According to Dean, intimacy makes us vulnerable, exposes us to emotional risk, and forces us to drop our 
psychological barriers. As a committed experiment in intimacy without limitsone that makes those metaphors of 
intimacy quite literalbarebacking thus says a great deal about how intimacy works.Written with a fierce intelligence 
and uncompromising nerve, Unlimited Intimacy will prove to be a milestone in our understanding of sexual behavior.

"An academic but insightful look at the evolution and meaning of barebacking in gay culture. Dean . . . does not make 
any social arguments about barebacking but rather looks at the surrounding subculture from an anthropological 
standpoint, attempting to unravel the point of view, motivations, and interests of its inhabitants. A smart unbiased read 
for anyone seeking greater understanding of the phenomenon." 


