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Katy Brner, David E. Polley : Visual Insights: A Practical Guideto Making Sense of Data (MIT Press) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Visual Insights: A Practical
Guide to Making Sense of Data (MIT Press):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Bought the book, taking the class, loving it.By Customerl got this
book because | am taking the IVMOOC class offered by Katy Borner/Indiana University.l've done data visualization
for the last six years, primarily with Maltego penetration tester's toolkit and Gephi. The Sci2 tool introduced by this
class can do many things the other two platforms can not and the underlying theory being taught is good as well.Prior
tothis| took Lada Adamic's Social Network Analysis class and Matt Jackson's Social and Economic Networks:
Models and Analysis, both on Coursera. We're learning to handle temporal, topical, geospatial data, and networksin
the IVMOOQOC class. It's technically less challenging than the others, it's more about exploring the Sci2 tool set and
visualizing stuff you already understand a bit.Will refer othersto the class as well as purchasing this book.11 of 12


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0262526190

people found the following review helpful. Very helpful while learning to use sci2By M. Blakel waslooking for a
book to help explain details of manipulating network visualizations and this book was very clear and has alot of
examples. | had also started using Sci2 and this book focuses on that toolset specifically so was very useful. However
if someoneislooking for abook more generally about visualization and they are NOT using Sci2, this book might be
frustrating because it is so focused on that tool specifically.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Highly
recommended for communications scholarsBy Caroline WagnerThis is a gorgeous book, and it represents truly
breakthrough work that is changing how people look at and understand information. It is probably best for a scholar or
librarian - it is not a book for the average reader.

A guide to the basics of information visualization that teaches nonprogrammers how to use advanced data mining and
visualization techniques to design insightful visualizations.In the age of Big Data, the tools of information
visualization offer us a macroscope to help us make sense of the avalanche of data available on every subject. This
book offers a gentle introduction to the design of insightful information visualizations. It is the only book on the
subject that teaches nonprogrammers how to use open code and open data to design insightful visualizations. Readers
will learn to apply advanced data mining and visualization techniques to make sense of temporal, geospatial, topical,
and network data. The book, developed for use in an information visualization MOOC, covers data analysis algorithms
that enable extraction of patterns and trends in data, with chapters devoted to "when" (temporal data), "where"
(geospatia data), "what" (topical data), and "with whom" (networks and trees); and to systems that drive research and
development. Examples of projects undertaken for clientsinclude an interactive visualization of the success of game
player activity in World of Warcraft; a visualization of 311 number adoption that shows the diffusion of non-
emergency callsin the United States; areturn on investment study for two decades of HIV/AIDS research funding by
NIAID; and a map showing the impact of the HiveNY C Learning Network. Visual Insights will be an essential
resource on basic information visualization techniques for scholars in many fields, students, designers, or anyone who
works with data.

In the world of visualization and information graphics, the bibliography about thematic maps and statistical graphsis
becoming abundant, little by little. However, studies of how to design network diagrams and conceptual maps are rare,
and usually available only through scientific publications. Katy Brner and David Polley's book is the first serious
attempt at offering atheoretical and practical introduction to this discipline, aimed not just at specialists, but at any
reader, regardless of her or his background. | foresee that it'll become the textbook of choice for many instructors.
(Alberto Cairo, Professor of the Professional Practice at the School of Communication of the University of Miami and
author of The Functional Art: an Introduction to InformationGraphics and Visualization)A good visualization is never
done easy-peasy; good visualization is a science, acraft, and an art at once. If you want to become avisual data
explorer and learn to produce meaningful visualizations, this book is agood guide for such ajourney. It isamust-read
for students at i Schools and those in the Digital Humanities, and a recommendation for inhabitants of the various
interdisciplinary valleys in the science landscape. (Andrea Scharnhorst, Head of Research at Data Archiving and
Networked Services and member of the e-humanities group at the Royal Netherlands Academy of Artsand Sciencesin
Amsterdam, Netherlands)In this age of knowledge abundance, policymakers and the public need to quickly understand
complex information, and this book takes a giant leap forward in this arena. The knowledge system has become a
global enterprise, and it is one that involves collaboration and interdisciplinary linkages. These trans-boundary links
require new metrics and the use of new methods of examination and explanation. Katy Brner and David Polley's book
creates a map into the new knowledge terrain that we will all be transiting soon. (Caroline S. Wagner, Milton and
Roslyn Wolf Chair in International Affairs; Director,Battelle Center for Science Technology Policy, John Glenn
School of Public Affairs, OhioState University)Following in the footsteps of the richly illustrated and highly
informative book The Atlas of Science: Visualizing What We Know, Professor Katy Brner and David Polley's new
book Visual Insights: A Practical Guide to Making Sense of Data brings theory and practice in seven manageable
chapters to both new initiate and engaged user, giving an insightful overview of the field, and making accessible the
methods and techniques to empower the reader to become a visualization practitioner. (George Legrady, Director of
the Experimenta Visualization Lab and Chair of the Media Arts Technology doctoral program at the University of
Cdlifornia, Santa Barbara)About the AuthorKaty Brner is Victor H. Y ngve Professor of Information Science at Indiana
University and the author of Atlas of Science: Visualizing What We Know (MIT Press). David E. Polley is on the
research staff at the Cyberinfrastructure for Network Science Center at Indiana University.



