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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Walls and Mirrors:
Mexican Americans, Mexican Immigrants, and the Politics of Ethnicity:


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0520202198

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy M Product as described and shipped promptly.9 of 9
people found the following review helpful. One of the most important books in Chicano historyBy A CustomerThis
book truly marks a turning point in Chicano history by interrogating the similarities and differences between Mexican
nationals and Mexican Americansin the U.S. The metaphor of Walls and Mirrors sums up the relationship between
immigrants and longtime U.S. residents: they shared cultural, labor/class, and daily social ties, but political and civic
goals divided them.This book, then, isapolitical history that examines the importance of both legal and cultural
citizenship in Texas and California communities. It looks at the impact of the Cold War, agribusiness labor needs, and
civil rights struggles on debates over immigration at both the local and national level.6 of 6 people found the following
review helpful. Well written, hugely informativeBy A CustomerDavid Gutierrez' book is one of the most informative,
thorough books available on the Chicano experince in the US Southwest. This book is not just for activists or chicano
studies scholars. If you have ever wondered why immigration policy existsin its present form, or why racial tensions
till persist within the southwest, read this book. It is very densly packed with valuable infomation and excellent
sources, and it presents such information in afairly unbiased manner. Thisis an impressive work of research that
should bein the library of every house in America.

Covering more than one hundred years of American history, Walls and Mirrors examines the ways that continuous
immigration from Mexico transformedand continues to shapethe political, social, and cultural life of the American
Southwest. Taking a fresh approach to one of the most divisive political issues of our time, David Gutirrez explores
the ways that nearly a century of steady immigration from Mexico has shaped ethnic politicsin California and Texas,
the two largest U.S. border states.Drawing on an extensive body of primary and secondary sources, Gutirrez focuses
on the complex ways that their pattern of immigration influenced Mexican Americans sense of social and cultural
identityand, as a consequence, their politics. He challenges the most cherished American myths about U.S.
immigration policy, pointing out that, contrary to rhetoric about "alien invasions,” U.S. government and regional
business interests have actively recruited Mexican and other foreign workers for over a century, thus helping to
establish and perpetuate the flow of immigrants into the United States. In addition, Gutirrez offers a new interpretation
of the debate over assimilation and multiculturalism in American society. Rejecting the notion of the melting pot, he
explores the ways that ethnic Mexicans have resisted assimilation and fought to create a cultural space for themselves
in distinctive ethnic communities throughout the southwestern United States.

"A highly readable book based on sound research and full of questions about, and insightsinto, the nuances of
ethnicity in American politics and society."--"SAGE Race Relations AbstractsAbout the AuthorDavid G. Gutirrez is
Assistant Professor of History at the University of California, San Diego.



