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Donald N. Levine: Wax and Gold: Tradition and Innovation in Ethiopian Culture before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Wax and Gold: Tradition and Innovation in

Ethiopian Culture:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Amare Mengistul have been looking for this book for a
long time. | am very exited ! 14 of 15 people found the following review helpful. Classic.By Samson Parklts stunning


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=022621544X

to me that someone would comment that this book is academic and that it is not useful becauseit is 32 yearsold. |
guess we should throw out al literature from before the year 2000. Kant, Simmel, Marx, Kierkagard, Plato, the
Constitution, Tolstoy, useless | suppose. Friend, if you are looking for atrashy novel you are in the wrong section of
the bookstore. Thisis the classic sociological work on Ethiopia written by the renowned sociol ogist, Sensai,
peacemaker and warrior Professor Donald Levine. Thisis the work that renowned author and historian Robert Kaplan
recently cited to in aNew Y ork Times editorial as holding the key to peace in the Middle East.

In Abyssinian poetry, the wax is the obvious meaning, the gold is the hidden meaning. In Wax and Gold, Donald N.
L evine explores mid-to-late-twentieth-century Ethiopian society on the same two levels, using modern sociology and
psychology to seek answers to the following questions. What is the nature of the traditional culture of the dominant
ethnic group, the Amhara, and what are its enduring values? What aspects of modern culture interest this society and
by what means has it sought to institutionalize them? How has tradition both facilitated and hampered Ethiopian
efforts to modernize? Enriched by the use of Ethiopian literature and by Levines deep knowledge of and affection for
the society of which he writes, Wax and Gold is both a scholarly and a personal work.

A superb book.



