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Michael Dear : Why WallsWon't Work: Repairing the US-Mexico Divide before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Why Walls Won't Work: Repairing the US-Mexico Divide:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A necessary reading in these times.By Laura Gonzalez FloresA
necessary book to read in these times. Dear gives important information to not only understand the history and
meaning of this border, but to question of its present constituency.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A
balanced discussion of issues raised by attemptsto create ...By kay wilsonA balanced discussion of issues raised by


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=019023525X

attempts to create an island state in a geographically continuous continent. Key reading for understanding current
issuesin immigration.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. If you don't read this book then you are
dumb.By Feed Me SeymourThis book emphasizes the connections between Mexico and the United States. The
Author, Michael Dear, calsthe areaa'third nation.' He recounts his travel s along the boarder as well as giving afairly
comprehensive history of the border, and arecap of al the crap that's gone on in the last 15 years. | learned alot and
I'm definitely reading this book again! | would giveit 5 stars but | don't want to sound like a kiss@ss, well that and the
writing got alittle flowery when he would describe the monuments and towns on the border. He's got good numbers
on the cost of the wall and the useless 'Border-Industrial complex' but | was hoping that he would go alittle bit heavier
on the economics, maybe mentioning more mainstream economists that would back up his points. | wish this book
were required reading and | hope to see the author giving more debateson TV. | only found one youtube video of him.

Why Walls Won't Work is a sweeping account of life along the United States-Mexico border zone, tracing the border's
history of cultural interaction since the earliest Mesoamerican times to the present day. As soon as Mexicans,
American settlers, and indigenous peoples came into contact along the Rio Grande in the mid-nineteenth century, new
forms of interaction and affiliation evolved. By the late-twentieth century, the border states were among the fastest-
growing regionsin both countries. But as Michael Dear warns, this vibrant zone of economic, cultural and social
connectivity istoday threatened by highly restrictive American immigration and security policies as well as violence
along the border. The U.S. border-industrial complex and the emerging Mexican narco-state are undermining the very
existence of the "third nation" occupying the space between Mexico and the U.S. Through a series of evocative
portraits of contemporary border communities, Dear reveals how the promise and potential of this"in-between" nation
till endures and is worth protecting. Now with a new chapter updating this story and suggesting what should be done
about the challenges confronting the cross-border zone, Why Walls Won't Work represents a major intellectual
intervention into one of the most hotly-contested political issues of our era.

"At atime when so many fears and insecurities are projected onto the border, abook that talks about the realities of
this areais awelcome addition. Berkeley geographer Michael Dear provides an accessible and informed overview of
the border region. This excellent introduction to the borderlands should be obligatory reading for policymakers and
new border scholars." -AAG of Books'A very agreeable text, accessible to non-academic readers, which-together with
the author's elegant and poetic style-at times creates the impression of reading anovel.” -Documenta d'Analisi
Geografica'With the broad historical sweep and the patience to tell those earlier stories first without rushing ahead to
our walled and bordered present, this book could become the definitive history of the U.S.-Mexico border. Itis
certainly the best | have read." -Geographical "Those interested in one way that the discipline of border studies has
developed to account for the post 9/11 context will find this book interesting and instructive; Dear's focus on the
physicality of the border Wall itself is most convincing.” -The London School of Economics and Political Science of
BooksAbout the AuthorMichael Dear is Professor of City and Regional Planning in the College of Environmental
Design at the University of California-Berkeley. The author/editor of more than a dozen books, he has been a
Guggenheim Fellowship holder, a Fellow at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford,
and Fellow at the Rockefeller Center in Bellagio, Italy. He has received the highest honors for creativity in research
from the Association of American Geographers, and numerous undergraduate teaching and graduate mentorship
awards.



