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Kevin Bentley : Wild Animals I Have Known  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Wild Animals I Have Known: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Wonderful ReadBy RWEOther reviewers have summarized the 
best aspects of this work, and anything I may add would only gild the lily. I will add a more personal view. Kevin's 
book touched me deeply. I felt a kinship to the author, like we would've been friends back in the day. His honesty and 
willingness to allow us into his world was very much appreciated. There were so many familiar scenes in this book, 
and a couple of truly heartbreaking and breathtaking entries. I loved the glimpses of his sense of humor. I was so 
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happy to discover in the last chapter that Kevin found happiness, and was so pleased to read that some of the folks 
from his past were still in his life. But I wasn't surprised. You see, Kevin is one of those guys you want to know and 
will never forget. I imagine him sitting in a bookstore somewhere, sipping something good, reading this review and 
smiling wryly thinking about how grand life truly is. Blessings.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Loved itBy Mark-MiamiI loved it - brings back memories of my pre-AIDS youth in the early 1980's and the changes 
and maturity thatresulted as a result of AIDS. My first visit to San Francisco was in 1982, and I could see the changes 
with my next visitin 1992 - as such, the book captures a time that will never come back.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. I enjoyed this book for the history of the time period ...By Joe DunnamI enjoyed this book 
for the history of the time period in San Francisco. There was a lot of explicit information. This was just how it was 
back then. This book is definitely not for the closed minded. I would definitely read more of his books.

In the late '70s there was a massive migration of young gay men to San Francisco. They left home in droves, traveling 
by plane, bus, Pinto or Volkswagen towards a life free from discrimination. Struggling to make ends meet, many 
worked in bookstores and restaurants, all the while taking advantage of a scene of sexual hedonism. Kevin Bentley 
faithfully kept a frank, literate diary of his experiences as this generation of gay men tumbled into the era of AIDS.

"A fabulous emotional roller-coaster of a read." -- Out Front Colorado"Difficult to put down a small epic of neurotic 
behavior. ... a graceful, sad, and very skillful tale..." -- Andrew Holleran, The Gay Lesbian Worldwide"One part 
Armistead Maupin, one part Chi Chi LaRue Offers a twinge of delightful, guilty pleasure." -- Jason Dorn, 
SFWeekly"The best memoir of 1970s San Francisco published so far." -- Jesse Monteagudo, Dallas VoiceFrom the 
Inside FlapIn the late 70s there was a massive migration of young gay men to San Francisco. They left home in 
droves, travelling by plane, bus, Pinyo or Volkswagen. Struggling to make ends meet, many worked in bookstores and 
restaurants, all the while taking advantage of a scene of sexual hedonism. "Hope springs eternal for young KB, who 
blows into San Francisco in 1977 at the age of 21 and sees romantic possibility in every denim bulge, every cruisy 
glance, every trail of kisses that leads to bed. A literate and literary observer, he unapologetically guides the reader -- 
squirt by squirt -- through a tempestuous era, surviving fire, earthquake, plague, psychotic boyfriends, and other 
natural disasters with humor and libido intact. I was moved to find an entire emotional life crammed into these pages: 
loss, love, fear, doubt, joy." --Don Shewey, author of "Sam Shepard," contributor to "Best Gay Erotica 2000" 
"Unrepentant in its frank look at sex, while at the same time subtly addressing the complexities of relationships and the 
human heart, Wild Animals I Have Known recalls The Orton Diaries and Notes of a Desolate Man in both its honesty 
and directness ... Erotic, funny, sad, and devastatingly true." --Mitch Cullin, author of Tidelands "Very moving and 
also very unusual, these exciting diaries are filled with warmth, humor, San Francisco history, and the fascination of 
an honest and courageous life." --Jerry Rosco, author of Glenway Wescott Personally 


